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From the Chair — Eloi DeGrace (Archdiocese of Edmonton Archives)

In the circular letter The Pastoral
Function of Church Archivesublished in
1997 by the Pontifical Commission for
the Cultural Heritage of the Church, we
are told “archives are places of memory
of the Christian community and
storehouses of culture for the new
evangelisation.”

How can our archives be a mine of

information for the new evangelization?

John Paul Il spoke on many occasions to

archivists, scholars and researchers. For

the Pope, the work of the Archivists “is

not confined to [their] effort to preserve

the books and manuscripts” entrusted to

their care. For John Paul Il, “above all, it

aims to make available to ...all the world’s scholdwes treasurers of culture and art kept
in the Archives and Library.”

In the church archives | worked in during my careerhave found abundant
documentation that bears evidence to the effortdemay religious and lay people
working at the “Church’s constant proclamation wamrgelical values which uphold true
humanism.”

Those actively engaged in the new evangelizatidaytpcould be influenced by the lives
of the good stewards of the past whose efforts waneed out at an age when people had
only time and talent to share. Our archive reposis have many success stories of the
past which can be of inspiration to workers in toed’s vineyard today. | believe that
lives well lived are a source of inspiration foltibeers and non-believers alike.

We need to increase the profile of our archivesniiyrming scholars and researchers of
the wealth of information which they contain. Bgmlaying significant documents, by
encouraging researchers to write biographies asitbries of our institutions, archivists



are making known to all what the Canadian Churcé &ecomplished throughout the
centuries. In the words of John Paul I, our @éffaran “also lead to a meditation on the
action of divine Providence in history.”

| want to conclude my little note by quoting JohauPll again. In his address to the

Pontifical Commission for the Cultural Heritage tbe Church in September 1997, he

stated that the patrimony of the Church “belongsveryone, and so must become dear
and familiar to all.”

Archives Institute — Diane Lamoureux  (Missionary Oblates, Grandin Archives)

For those who might be interested, here is sonernmdtion on the Archives Institute:

It is a week long course offered by the Archivegi&y of Alberta (ASA) and is really
good to learn about or update yourself on archpvakttices. | took it in 2000 or 2001
and it was worth every penny!

In 2009, it will be at the University of Calgary ¢EC) the first full week of May (4 —
9"?). They will probably start advertising it in Fefrou can either check the ASA
website at: http://www.archivesalberta.org/default.asp?V_ITEM=49 It will
probably be the same cost as this year.

If you need accommodation, since it is offered wmigirihe inter-session period, you can
book rooms at the U of C - you can check their webfor information on this:
http://www.ucalgary.ca/residence/guestaccommodation

Or if you are on ARCAN-L (an archival listserve) utill be posted there as well —
ARCAN-L is also a good source of information forchivists. Here is the link for
information on it:http://www.mailman.srv.ualberta.ca/mailman/listifecan-|

It is a good idea to register early as it doesupl quickly and they have a limit on
enrolment.

Words of Wisdom

“A task without a vision is drudgery; a vision wailit a task is only a dream”- (Anon)
“Honour lies in honest toil” — (Grover Cleveland)

“The great pleasure in life is doing what peophg ywau cannot do”. — (Walter Bagehot)



Associates: hope for the future? — Magdalen Stengle  r, OSU (ursulines of Prelate)

As the number of Associates increase and thoseowfed religious decrease, some
Congregations are asking: "are Associates a vifdstee in the Church or are they a
‘group with promise' but going nowhere?" In thiscke | will present my understanding
of Associates as being great potential and hopthéofuture.

The concept of lay association with religious caggttions is not new. For example, in
the 6th century lay men and women asked to be @tedcwith the newly established
Benedictine monasteries, and became known as Qbtdtést. Benedict. They lived
according to the Rule of St. Benedict as adaptethéocircumstances of their lives.
When, in the 12th century, St. Francis of Assisinded an Order of preachers whose
members lived among secular society, lay men angiemoasked to be associated with
this Order. St. Francis composed a rule for thesmbers called the Third Order of St.
Francis. They continued to live their ordinary Bve the world with the added dimension
of living within the Franciscan spirit. Other fouerd modelled their secular Third Orders
on that of St. Francis; their members became kraswertiaries.

In the 20th century, the Vatican Il Decree on thgosétolate of the Laity gave new
impetus to lay involvement in the Church. The Decstates that lay faithful, through
baptism, "share in the priestly, prophetic, ancataffice of Christ" with the apostles and
their successors and therefore have their owntmlglay in the mission of the whole
People of God in the Church and in the world" (#2).

The Vatican Il Decrees on the Adaptation and Reh@fd&eligious Life and on the
Apostolate of the Laity have influenced congregalodecisions to establish programs
for Associates. Asked to research and return tar tfeeinding spirit and charism,
religious institutes not only reclaimed their clsari but became aware that they were to
share it with lay people who were attracted tortisemmunities. They began to invite
promising candidates to become associated with .tAémough their baptism, lay people
are already People of God and sharers in Chriséstly, prophetic, and kingly office. As
Associates, they are invited to live out this beyp@l call by participating in the mission
of Jesus and the charism or goals, ideals and tmjimméa particular Congregation.

John Paul Il, in Christifideles Laici, written 2@ars after the second Vatican Council,
expanded on the vocation and mission of the laffidiin the Church and in the world.

Besides reiterating that the Council "has writtennaver before on the nature, dignity,
spirituality, mission and responsibility of the l&githful" (#3), he stated that lay people,
together with pastors, clergy, and men and womkgioas "are personally called by the

Lord, from whom they receive a mission on behalthaf Church and the world" (#2). He
went on to say that the Spirit of the Lord givegaat variety of charisms to the laity and
invites them to assume different ministries anan®of service.

"Charism", according to St. Paul, is a gift a parseceives through the action of the
Holy Spirit for service within the community (1Cdr4:12). In a religious Congregation,
the charism of the founder/foundress is shared thiéhmembers who, in consequence,



become co-heirs of the founding charism and coeresiple for its development. This
shared charism, which first attracted the membprstontinues to attract Associates as
well. These "newcomers" to the communities oftenobee aware of this reality only
later; initially, they long to share community witike-minded persons and extend its
ministry into their own lives. Bonded by the charighey now belong to "a group with a
purpose” and this attitude transforms what was éotynconsidered a "job" into
"ministry".

Committed Associates have as their central focasnission of Jesus' ministry and the
ministry of the Church. Within that focal pointeghare called to connect their own life
situation with the charism and ministry of the Inge according to their talents and
circumstances of life. Living in the world, theyiry an additional dimension to the
congregational charism and ministry while remainimgplved in temporal affairs. Their

witness of Gospel values reaches into the homeedisaw into the social, political and

economic realities of their civic and church comitias.

With the repeated affirmations of the baptismaérof the laity found in recent Church
documents, the Church has moved the lay apost@late the 'back burner' of its
apostolic life, where it had been simmering for @tn1,000 years, to the "front burner”
and turned up the heat all the way. This confirms earlier claim that the Associate
movement offers great potential and hope for theréu

As their numbers diminish, religious congregati@ne called to partnership with their
Associates for the future. Pope John Paul Il imvitee laity to work in the vineyard of
the Church (#2), but a vineyard needs to be tebgddithful workers if it is to bear fruit.
Religious can nurture and empower the "labourersieir Associates - by promoting a
renewal of spirituality that is God-centered andssion-centered. Furthermore,
congregations can provide three levels of "bonditg"support their Associates: a
bonding with the charism of the founder/foundresish the religious congregation, and
with other Associates.

Through the nurturing and supportive bond with rthegligious counterparts, these
energetic and enthusiastic lay men and women wipen their baptismal commitment
and help carry forward the mission of Christ wittheir local church.

From the Outreach Committee - Jo-Anne Allison (Diocese of Prince George)

The maintenance of the web-site ran into a few clgis in
November/December with the sudden illness of Pam,web designer.
Before leaving on indefinite medical leave Pam ngaodlato get a few of
the quarterly updates done but unfortunately somthe other required
changes to our site happened only v-e-r-y slowlynot at all. The
manager of the web design firm assures us thaytweg will work much



more smoothly when they hire a replacement desighsomething which will happen
hopefully before the next set of web site updates.

Thanks to everyone for your patience.

St. John, New Brunswick, 2009 — Monica Plante, scic (Planning Committee Chair)

On June 24, 1604, - St. John the Baptist Day -agplSamuel de Champlain landed at the
mouth of a mighty river. In honour of the day hegtaimed that the river and the harbour at
its mouth be named “Saint John”.

From September 21 - 24, 2009, the Catholic Arch@ioup will hold their annual
Conference in this oldest incorporated city in GEnélL785).

The theme will be_"Preserving Our Heritdge

“Issues in Heritage management must be exploredder to prevent the built heritage of
women (men) religious from being lost”.
Elizabeth M. Smyth, Ontario Institute for StudiasEducation, University of Toronto.

The Conference will be held at the Villa MadonndrBa&t House located in Rothesay—ten
minutes from the airport. From Rothesay to SavhinJis another ten minutes.

If you wish to look up Villa Madonna online, gowsww.villamadonna.c@r you can email
them atvillamadonna@nb.aibn.corhyou require further information.

More to follow in the next CAG newsletter.

2009 @onference %W %

Monica Plante, scic — chair
Bertille Beaulieu, rhsj
Diane Lamoureux
Ginny Weber
Eloi DeGrace - ex officio



On the Lighter Side — Sister Perpetua Kennedy, pbvm (Presentation Congregation Archives)

The year 2009 is well underway as | write this.vél¢heless, | take this opportunity to wish
you and your family a very Happy New Year on beldalfour CAG Executive and the
Outreach Committee. May God bless each of yoh joiy, peace and love, and continued
fulfillment in your ministry as Catholic Archivistwho “treasure the past and the present for
the future”.

Heartfelt thanks to those who have contributechis issue of Archival Connections. If you
enjoy reading our newsletter and find it informatf@and many of you have said that you do),
then perhaps you might consider sending in anlantictwo about your archival ministry if
you haven't already done so in the past. Thinkualitb The newsletter cannot exist without
youl!



We were all saddened and shocked at the suddelm aleBagmar Rais, curator
of the Basilian Fathers’ Museum in Mundare, Albeda a result of a motor
vehicle accident around Christmas time. Those wattended our annual
Conference in Edmonton last year will no doubt nerber her enthusiasm,
dedication, and love of archives and history. $depray for the repose of her
soul and for her husband and their daughters wharmier loss.

As the hours of daylight get longer and longernting with them the hope that another
spring looms on the horizon, may the coming Ler8eason be the precursor of a joyful and
grace-filled Easter.

Publication Schedule

The newsletter is published three times a year:eNter, February and May.

Deadlines for submissions to the newsletter @otober 15 January 15, and April 15,
respectively.

Email your news items, articles and photographthéeditor aticouture@mcsnet.caAll
submissions will be subject to editing; howeverafimpproval from the author will be
obtained where possible.

Catholic Archivist Group Executive — Contact Inform ation

Chair Secretary Treasurer

Eloi DeGrace Linda Wicks MC Havey

8421-101 Avenue 3377 Bayview Avenue 426 St. Germain Avenue
Edmonton AB T6A OL1 Toronto ON M2M 354 Toronto ON M5M 1W7

Tel — (780) 469-1010 Tel — (416) 222-1101 Tel — (416) 789-3217

Fax — (780) 465-3003 Fax — (416) 222-9816 Fax — (416) 789-9266
archives@edmontoncatholic- Iwicks@csj-to.ca archives@redemptorists.ca
church.com




Solution in May issue of newsletter



