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From the Editor ï Veronica Stienburg (Sisters of Providence of St. Vincent de Paul Archives) 

 

The warm summer months always fly by, but June was a 

whirlwind month for me this year!  I got married, moved to 

Kingston, and started my new job as the Archivist for the 

Sisters of Providence of St. Vincent de Paul.  Talk about 

change!  

 

I hail from Vancouver where I grew up both with my nose in 

a book and a love of nature. I migrated to Ontario to study Art 

History at the University of Toronto. I subsequently earned a 

Masters of Information Studies, specializing in archives, from 

the University of Toronto. I gained valuable archival 

experience at the West Vancouver Archives in B.C.; however, 

I found my niche working in Catholic Archives. I spent two years at the Archives of the Roman 

Catholic Archdiocese of Toronto and am fortunate to be able to put this experience to good use 

at the Archives of the Sisters of Providence of St. Vincent de Paul.  

 

I am very pleased to be working with Jo-Anne Allison on the Outreach Committee and to be 

your Newsletter Editor.  

 

From the Chair ï Éloi DeGrâce (Archdiocese of Edmonton Archives) 

 

The church archivist is not a historian. Our profession is rich and 

complex. Can the church archivist also be a researcher?  

 

As steward of our archdiocesan archives, I acquire documents, 

arrange and describe them for potential users. Years ago, I thought 

that scholars and historians would visit our archives and return to do 

research. I know our archdiocesan archives well enough to say that 

they contain documents for many good articles, well-researched 

papers and certainly a few good books. In reality, researchers are few and far between. 

 

Until recently, like many colleagues across Canada, I was the only employee in our archives.  

Our finding aids are not perfect. A lot of documents need to be processed and, of course, better 

described.  Naturally, when Pastoral Centre and parish personnel need some information going 

back a few years, their requests come to me. Within a few minutes, I become a researcher in our 
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own archives, the collective memory of the Archdiocese of Edmonton. These requests for 

information, although they take time, allow me to be better acquainted with the content of our 

collections, especially the material that is waiting to become the labour of love of an archivist.  

 

The research I do for diocesan staff impacts my work as archivist. During the last seven years, 

the subjects of my searches have been diverse and wide-ranging. This has given me a good 

understanding of what type of ñusefulò documents our archives need to support the research of 

its archivist (since scholars or historians rarely show up). When processing the documents, I no 

longer ask myself: ñWould they need this?ò or say ñNobody will ever ask for this document.ò 

Now, when I sort or weed a collection, I often ask myself: ñWould I  need this?ò or say with 

assurance: ñOne day, I  will certainly require this document.ò 

 

Time and again odd documents that donôt fit into fonds have found a home in our information 

files. Experience has taught me that these diverse documents are very useful in my work as a 

researcher.   

 

Retirement Announcement 
 

Éloi DeGrâce is retiring from his position as Archivist of the Archdiocese 

of Edmonton on November 30
th
, 2011. He intends to continue as President 

of CAG until his mandate ends at the 2013 Conference in St. Albert, 

Alberta. Éloi plans to keep busy in his retirement by volunteering in church 

archives.   

Congratulations Éloi!  

CAG wishes you all the best in your retirement!!! 
 

Oral History 

 

Is your Archives planning an Oral History project? 
 

If so, check out the very thorough and helpful Oral History Starter Kit  that the United Church 

of Canada Archives developed for its Making Room for Women in the Archives Project. 

 

http://www.united-church.ca/files/local/archives/on/women_oral-history.pdf 
 

 

http://www.united-church.ca/files/local/archives/on/women_oral-history.pdf
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Sr. Juliana Dusel, IBVM (Loretto 

Archivist) and Linda Wicks (CSJT 

Archivist) at opening reception.  

  
 

  
 

 

 

100 Years of Womenôs Education at St. Michaelôs College, 1911-2011 ï Linda 
Wicks (Sisters of St. Joseph of Toronto Archives), Sr. Juliana Dusel (Loretto Abbey 
Archives), Michelle Anitra Pariag (Loretto Abbey Archives) 

 

 
 

The year 2011 marks the 100
th
 anniversary of the federation which enabled female students to 

pursue a degree at the University of Toronto through a Catholic College. Prior to 1911, women 

were eligible to register in three of the four Arts Colleges that comprised the University at that 

time, but not in the fourth, the Catholic St. Michaelôs College, which was not yet co-educational. 

It seemed fitting, therefore, that the Sisters of St. Joseph of Toronto and the Institute of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary (Loretto Sisters), two religious orders of women already recognized as 

prominent educators, apply to set up Catholic womenôs colleges. The University, however, 

rejected their applications, urging them to negotiate with St. Michaelôs College regarding the 

admittance of women. Ultimately, in 1911, a compromise was reached whereby female students 

were permitted to register at St. Michaelôs College under the auspices of either Loretto College 

or St. Josephôs College. Each congregation would supply Sister professors, classroom space and 

residence rooms, and the students would receive their degrees 

from the University of Toronto, through St. Michaelôs 

College.  
 

To mark this anniversary, the archivists of the Sisters of St. 

Joseph of Toronto, the Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

(Loretto Sisters), and the University of St. Michaelôs College 

collaborated in the design and creation of an online exhibit 

detailing this history, as well as providing researchers access 

to digital versions of the collegesô literary magazines, St. 

Joseph Lilies and the Loretto Rainbow. The Kelly Library, 
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Dr. Elizabeth Smyth, Vice-Dean of Graduate 

Studies, U of T, presenting opening lecture. 

  
 

Map Case featuring historical map 

of locations related to the Colleges 

and photographs. 

  

 

University of St. Michaelôs College applied in August 2010 for funding through the 2011 

Ministry of Culture and Tourismôs Technology Fund. Approval was granted in March 2011 and 

work on the online exhibit began in earnest. The online exhibit highlights ñthe role of womenôs 

religious congregations in the higher education of women at St. Michaelôs College and the 

University of Toronto, and as advocates for womenôs higher education in the 20
th
 centuryò (from 

Description of Project, Museums and Technology Fund, pp 11-12). 

 

On Tuesday, September 27
th
, 2011, the three 

institutional archives launched the online exhibit and 

a historical display with a reception hosted by the 

President of St. Michaelôs College, Sister Anne 

Anderson, CSJ, at the Kelly Library. Continuing 

Education at the University of St. Michaelôs College 

will also be coordinating a special series of lectures 

to mark this event. The opening lecture, given at the 

launch, was presented by Dr. Elizabeth Smyth, vice-

dean of Graduate Studies, University of Toronto, and 

focused on the history of womenôs education at the 

University of Toronto and on the significant role the 

Sisters played in making Catholic educational 

opportunities for women a reality.  The reception, lecture, and exhibits were all well received.   

 

The physical exhibit highlights the history of St. Josephôs 

College and Loretto College through biographies, 

photographs, yearbooks and maps as well as original letters, 

minute-books, literary magazines, dance tickets and 

additional artifacts. The historical exhibit is scheduled to be 

on display until March 2012.  

 

To view the online exhibit, please go to the following link: 

http://stmikes.utoronto.ca/onehundred/ 

 

 

 

 

 

The two subsequent lectures in the series will follow in January and March 2012: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The History of Loretto College 
January 23, 2012 
Time: TBA 
Where: Blue Room, Loretto College 
20 Mary Street, Toronto 
Speaker: Sr. Evanne Hunter, IBVM Provincial 

The History of {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ 
March 7, 2012 
Time: TBA 
Where: Christie House, Regis College 
100 Wellesley Street West, Toronto 
Speaker: {ǊΦ aŜŎƘǘƛƭŘŜ hΩaŀǊŀΣ /{W 

http://stmikes.utoronto.ca/onehundred/
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CAG 2011 Conference Participants 

 

 
 

A Pocket Full of Stones: a report on the CAG Annual Conference: Surrey, BC 
2011 ï Jo-Anne Allison (Diocese of Prince George Archives) 

 

At a morning liturgy during the Catholic 

Archivist Group (CAG) meeting in 

September 2011 Fr. Wayne Jenkins, SCJ 

told us that ñArchives are the living 

stones where the stories of those who 

have gone before us are preserved.ò  It is 

Archivists who ñ... make the brick and 

mortar of our buildings come alive with 

the testimony of what is contained 

inside.ò 

 

This theme of living stones and 

storytelling was prevalent at the 

Rosemary Heights Retreat Center where 

the CAG meeting was held. Rosemary Heights has an interesting tradition whereby small baskets 

of stones, each imprinted with a word or thought, are found on the grounds and in the buildings.  

Conference attendees are encouraged to pick a stone and to meditate on what the word inscribed 

might mean to their lives. As I pondered Fr. Wayne words, I considered the stones that I carry as 

I discharge my duties as Archivist for the Diocese of Prince George. Are the stones I carry in my 

pocket symbolic of burdens or joys?    


